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UNSC ON APPLOCATION OE GUNEA BISSAU FOR ADMISSION TO UNC 

QUOTE 

MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS A MOMENT OF PROFOUND SATISFACTION FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. MY GOVERNMENT WARMLY WELCOMES THE 
AGREEMENT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF GUINEA-BISSAU, AND STRONGLY 
SUPPORTS THE ADMISSION OF GUINEA-BISSAU TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, I WOULD LIKE TO INFORM THE COUNCIL 

THAT THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT FORD WAS ISSUED BY 

THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY: 

"THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
WELCOME THE AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE REACHED ON AUGUST 9 
BETWEEN THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
GUINEA-BISSAU. WE EXTEND OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LEADERS 
OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS. 

"WE LOOK FORWARD TO A PRODUCTIVE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP 
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THE UNITED NATIONS TO SUPPORT THE APPLICATION OF GUINEA- 
BISSAU FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS." 

THE UNITED STATES HAS FULLY SUPPORTED THE LEGITIMATE ASPI- 
RATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF GUINEA-BISSAU FOR SELF-DETERMINATION. 

WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE GUINEA-BISSAU TAKE ITS RIGHTFUL 
PLACE AMONG THE SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT NATIONS OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY AND ASSUME 
FULL MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS. 

IN THE MONTHS AND YEARS AHEAD, THE UNITED STATES WILL DO 
ITS UTMOST TO STRENGTHEN AND MULTIPLY THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP, 
COOPERATION, AND GOOD WILL BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS AND 
PEOPLE OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES. WE LOOK FORWARD ALSO TO THE 
CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT BUINEA-BISSAU WILL MAKE 
TO THE IMPORTANT WORK OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. 

MY GOVERNMENT ALSO WISHES TO CONGRATULATE THE LEADERS OF 
GUINEA-BISSAU AND PORTUGAL EOR THE STATESMANSHIP, 

FORTITUDE , AND CLEAR VISION WHICH THEY HAVE DEMONSTRATED 

IN ACHIEVING THIS MOMENTOUS AGREEMENT. WE HAVE PARTICULARLY 

NOTED THAT THE MUTUAL GOOD WILL AND SHARED AIMS WHICH 

HAVE CHARACTERIZED THEIR NEGOTIATIONS HAVE LED NOT 

ONLY TO INDEPENDENCE BUT ALSO TO THE PROMISE OF A SMOOTH 

AND ORDERLY TRANSITION BENEFICIAL TO ALL THE PEOPLES 

OF THE AREA. THE NEW AND CONSTRUCTIVE PHASE IN THE EVOLUTION 

OF PORTUGAL'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE CONTINENT OF AFRICA HAS ALREADY 

BORNE ITS FIRST FRUIT. 

SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS HARDLY A 
GENERATION AGON THE FOUNDING MEMBERS HAVE BEEN JOINED 
BY SOME 85 NEW NATIONS. EMBRACING MORE THAN HALF THE POPULATION 
OF THE GLOBE, THESE NEW STATES HAVE ACHIEVED FULL STATUS IN 
THE SOCIETY OF NATIONS, AS SYMBOLIZED BY UNITED NATIONS 
MEMBERSHIP. THE UNITED STATES IS PROUD OF THE CONTRIBUTION 
IT HAS MADE TO THE CONTINUING PROCESS OF SELF-DETERMINATION 
THAT HAS PRODUCED THIS IMPRESSIVE ACHIEVEMENT IN LESS THAN 
30 YEARS. PERHAPS NOTHING WE, THE UNITED NATIONS, HAVE ACHIEVED IN 
CARRYING OUT THE PRINCIPLES OF OUR CHARTER HAS HAD GREATER 
MEANING THAN THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION. 

IN KEEPING WITH ITS LONG-STANDING SUPPORT FOR 
SELF-DETERMINATION THE UNITED STATES STRONGLY HOPES THAT THE 
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EVOLUTION MARKED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL'S ACTION TODAY IN RESPECT 
OF GUINEA-BISSAU WILL CONTINUE AND THAT IT WILL SOON BE REFLECTED 
IN ADDITIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE OTHER AFRICAN TERRITORIES. THE 
ADMISSION OF GUINEA-BISSAU TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 

AND THE PROCESS BY WHICH THIS GRATIFYING MOMENT 
IN HISTORY HAS BEEN REACHED GIVE US GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT 
FOR THE EUTURE. 

UNQUOTE 
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